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After finishing 8th grade in the early 1920's, Arthur worked on his parent's farm south of Murphysboro.  He did not get the opportunity to go to High School.
In the 1930's and 40's, he worked as an automotive technician in Carbondale and with the growing interest in gasoline powered lawn mowers; he began a small engine and lawn mower business.
Art had the ability to warmly relate to others. To him, treating people right and doing the work right were more important than profits.
He hired numerous SIU automotive students while in school as he enjoyed mentoring others to learn those same values. 
Upon his death, Art’s family established this endowment to continue that passion.
As an exciting update for this year, Art’s family requested to make one large award, to make a major impact for one student.

This year, the Art Ross scholarship is one award for $4,500

…and the winner is ANTONIO DIAZ



Arthur T. Ross Scholarship - ANTONIO DIAZ
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DALE FLENER SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

Dale Flener worked as the Administrative Assistant in the Automotive Program until her retirement at age 82.
Everyone entering the old administrative building had to go by her office and she built lifelong friendships with faculty, staff and students.  She was the mom to many of the students during their stay at SIU and when they came back to visit, they were sure to stop in and say hello to Dale.
Dale believed and displayed a true passion for hard work her entire life. Until her passing, she cut her own grass, and heated her home by cutting and chopping her own wood.
Upon her retirement, she established this scholarship to help provide financial assistance to students that demonstrate her passion for the University and hard work.

One award for $1,000

…and the winner is ETHAN CHEEK



Dale Flener Scholarship — ETHAN CHEEK
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MOSSIE OAK SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

As an SIU Automotive student, Dale Hall displayed a motivation to achieve and enthusiasm to learn.  In school, he was selected into a cooperative education program with Buick Motor Division of General Motors (GM).
Upon his graduation in 1988, he went to work with GM.  Dale held various field and home office assignments, having been promoted into several of GM’s operations such as brand quality, warranty administration and technical assistance.
Dale has successfully managed and led numerous individuals displaying a positive attitude toward work.
Dale and Coleen Hall established this scholarship in the name of their family dog (Mossie) as a way to help recognize students who demonstrate a positive attitude; ability to work with peers; motivation to achieve and enthusiasm to learn.

One award for $1,500

…and the winner is LUCAS HERTZLER



Mossie Oak Automotive Scholarship — LUCAS HERTZLER
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DUNCAN AND WILMA LAMPMAN SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
In the late 1940’s, a new technical training venture for the State of Illinois called the Vocational Technical Institute (VTI) at SIU began.
VTI at SIU predated community colleges and was the development ground for technical training for the entire State of Illinois. 
SIU Automotive and other technical programs at SIU began within VTI which was housed on a former old run-down military facility near Carterville, IL. 
The VTI buildings were falling down and there were no classrooms, labs, or equipment. However, everyone believed in a common vision, pull together, and generate everything they needed. 
If something needed to be done, they did not question it. They did it because they knew it would help the programs and students. This included cutting the grass, building student dorm rooms, pouring concrete for shop floors, and painting buildings. VTI grew into a very special place.
In 1954, Duncan and Wilma Lampman came to SIU to join VTI. Duncan taught in the Machine Drafting and Design program and Wilma was the first librarian for the VTI campus.
The Lampman’s recognized and were impressed in how the entire automotive team pulled together to become the first-degree program in VTI and to further develop into becoming known as a world class program. In their retirement, the  Lampman’s established this scholarship to support automotive students who display that same hard work, desire to learn, and passion for the University as those who developed VTI and the automotive program at SIU.
One award for $1000

…and the winner is TANNER WEBER



Duncan and Wilma Lampman Scholarship — TANNER WEBER
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KEITH AND ALBERTA HUMBLE SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

Dr. Keith Humble served as Director of the Vocational Technical Institute from 1955 to 1971. In working with the Dean of VTI, Earnest Simon, their goal was to grow and expand the reach of what VTI was accomplishing both in the US and abroad.

Prior to the Vietnam conflict, US State Department asked SIU to assist in the vocational education of South Vietnam. Dr. Humble and his wife Alberta led this mission where he served as head of the Phu Tho Technical Institute near Saigon. He was joined in this mission by L. D. Wiley, who lead the SIU Automotive program.

Keith and Alberta Humble were proud of the work SIU Automotive accomplished in helping spearhead this initiative and developed this scholarship to recognize and support automotive students.

Two awards for $1,000

…and the winners are AUTUMN BROWNE and KAREN HERRERA



Keith and Alberta Humble Scholarship —

AUTUMN BROWNE and KAREN HERRERA



Alumni Constituency
Society Scholarship
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CHHS Alumni Constituency Society Scholarship for Automotive Technology

This scholarship for a full-time student in Automotive Technology.
Recipient must be a relative of an SIU graduate with preference given to relatives of CASA, CTC, STC, VTI or other succeeding colleges graduates.
“The Saluki family is strong in heart and generosity, and these scholarships are made possible by our generous alumni, who are always excited to share pride in their university and give back to the students,”

One award for $1,750

…and the winner is RYAN MCVEY



Alumni Constituency Society Scholarship — RYAN MCVEY



Automotive Parts
and Service
Association of lllinois
Ralph Silverman
Memorial
Scholarship
Endowment
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Automotive Parts and Service Association of Illinois Ralph Silverman Memorial Scholarship

Mr. Silverman built a successful automotive parts store and became the first president of ASPA of IL.  He was a strong advocate of promoting quality and high standards in industry through education.  In his passing, he wanted to continue promoting the industry through the development of a memorial foundation.

This endowment established at SIU provides scholarships to the most qualified students from Illinois who wish to pursue a successful career in the automotive aftermarket industry.

Two awards of $1,250

…and the awards go to ADAM LABNO and BARTOSZ GLOWACKI



APSA of lllinois - Ralph Silverman Memorial Scholarship -
ADAM LABNO and BARTOSZ GLOWACKI
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JIM WHITE SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
Jim White graduated from SIU Automotive in 1956 and was hired to teach in the Program in 1961.  Mr. White’s specialization was electronic emission and fuel controls during a time of rapid advancement.
Mr. White, served as the second coordinator for the SIU Automotive Program from 1975 to 1996.
Under his leadership, SIU Automotive became the first in the State to attain Master level certification by the National Institute of Automotive Service Excellence.
In 1991, with the development of a national level recognition program by the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, SIU was first named the “Number One” program in the country.
After 35 years of service and leadership, he retired in 1996.
In recognition of his unwavering dedication to students and excellence in the classroom, this scholarship was created from support of alumni, to exemplify his positive attitude and a passion to learn.

One award for $1,250

…and the winner is JAIRO DE JESUS



Jim White Scholarship — JAIRO DE JESUS
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JACK GREER SCHOLARSHIP

Jack Greer, a graduate of SIU Automotive was hired to teach at the University in 1976. His specialty areas included automatic transmissions and electronic engine controls.
Jack was a dedicated teacher both in and out of the classroom.  He served as faculty advisor for the Automotive Technology Registered Student Organization; took students on industry trips, arranged guest speakers.
With Jim White’s retirement in 1996, Jack become the third Chair of the Department.  Under Jack’s leadership, the idea of new facilities for the Department continued to grow and flourish with funding being secured for the Transportation Education Center.
In 2010, Jack retired but he continues that same passion for students and their learning. 

Three awards for $1,000

…and the winners are HECTOR CABRERA PALIZ, KEELEY WHITMER, & SIDNEY MALONEY



Jack Greer Student Development Fund -
HECTOR CABRERA PALIZ, SIDNEY MALONEY, & KEELEY WHITMER




Edward Wright
Memorial
Scholarship
Endowment
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ED WRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT 

After graduating from SIU Automotive, Ed Wright led a successful career with Mitsubishi in their training and development group. Ed was an exceptional instructor and curriculum developer. He took on various leadership and management assignments as he was a skillful manager and mentor.
Ed was a strong supporter of students and their education. He was an active member of this Board and he continually visited the program promoting student and instructor learning.
Ed was responsible for hiring many SIU automotive graduates into the industry and mentoring their growth and success.
Ed passed far too early in his career. Through his estate, he wanted to continue his passion of supporting students and their education with the development of this scholarship. Many of Ed’s co-workers have also helped support this fund in his memory.

Five awards for $1,000

…and the winners are ELLIOT RAHMAN, CHANCE STALLINGS, 
ALEXANDER HAWN, NATHAN BULTHUIS, and ETHAN BREITWIESER



Edward Wright Memorial Scholarship —
ALEXANDER HAWN, CHANCE STALLINGS, ELLIOT
RAHMAN, NATHAN BULTHUIS, and ETHAN BREITWIESER




Neil Swartz
Scholarship
Endowment
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NEIL SWARTZ SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

A 1976 SIU Automotive graduate, Neil began his career as a technician in the retail sector. He stayed at SIU to earn his Baccalaureate degree. Upon graduation in 1978, he joined the former American Motors Corporation (AMC), and in 1985 he was recruited by Toyota Motor North America.
Neil displayed hard work and passion for the industry, the customer, and his employees in each position.  He most recently severed as Vice President, Parts Supply Chain for Toyota until his retirement in 2020.
Previously, Neil served as Co-Chair to the SIU Automotive National Advisory Board for many years and was instrumental in promoting the concept and securing the funding for the SIU Transportation Education Center.
Neil established a scholarship endowment to support well-deserving SIU Automotive students.

One award for $3,000

…and the winner is ISABELLA GOMEZ




Neil Swartz Scholarship — ISABELLA GOMEZ
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JIM KRUDL SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

Jim Krudl taught Automotive Technology at the Technology Center of DuPage for 30 years before his retirement in 2005.
Jim always had a smile for everyone. He worked with his students to learn how to be considerate in life and successful in their careers.
Jim always felt he owed his successful career to SIU where he earned his bachelors and masters degrees. He was a huge supporter of SIU Automotive and he mentored many students to attend the program.
Jim was not only a teacher to his students, but a role model, fatherly image, and to many, a lifelong friend. Many of his former students would often return and comment, “If it weren’t for Jim Krudl, I wouldn’t be where I am today.”
Jim and his family established this scholarship in his passing to continue his work in supporting well-deserving SIU Automotive students.

One award for $1,200

…and the winner is ORI BIRKA



James Krudl Automotive Scholarship — ORI BIRKA
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Boost Auto Parts Endowed Scholarship Awards

Adam Wolfe, owner of Boost Auto, was a 2016 graduate of the SIU Automotive Program. As a student in the program, Adam began his pursuit for aftermarket automotive parts, eCommerce, and entrepreneurship, right here in Carbondale.
Since 2016, Boost Auto has reached incredible heights of success, making their own branded products with over 300,000 registered sales on their eCommerce website. 
Boost strives to bring the most innovative products to the aftermarket, with a heavy emphasis on retrofitting evolving technologies. 
As a further sign of success, Adam and Boost Auto have endowed this scholarship as a means of “paying it forward” for future students that show serious dedication toward their automotive pursuits. 

Two awards for $1,000

…and the winners are JEREMIAH BROWN and BRIAN ALMARAZ



Boost Auto Parts Endowed Scholarships —
JEREMIAH BROWN and BRIAN ALMARAZ
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Behrmann Family Student Development Scholarship Endowment

After 35 successful years at SIU, Mike retired in 2021 and is now an Emeritus Associate Professor/Chair of SIU Automotive. 
Mike was integrally involved in the planning and development of the amazing Transportation Education Center and helped grow the program from 200 students to more than 300 students.
Mike is known for his hard work and dedication to SIU Automotive and has maintained hundreds of industry connections during his tenure. 
This scholarship, carrying the Behrmann family name, is intended to support full-time automotive students at the freshman and sophomore level.

One award for $1,000

…and the winner is JOSEPH PIANE



Behrmann Family Student Development Scholarship — JOSEPH PIANE
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Ben Komnick Memorial Scholarship

Ben was a long-term team member of the SIU Automotive Faculty and he retired from the School as an Associate Professor.
Ben loved farm life and all things mechanical. He cared deeply for his students and fellow faculty and staff. So deeply in fact, that the fellow faculty and staff Ben worked with, eventually became more like his family. 
Even in his retirement, Ben showed daily dedication to helping students and faculty in Lab 2. 
Ben was known to take time to get things done but he was also known to spend the necessary time to get things accomplished. That meant you could often find Ben researching or problem solving late into the night time hours.
His comradery and essence is still missed among our team.
This memorial scholarship was established to honor Ben’s legacy within the school and continue his mission of supporting others.

Three awards for $1,000

…and the winners are ERIK GALU, GRIFFIN KRAUSE, and OLIVER BRANNON 




Ben Komnick Memorial Scholarship —
ERIK GALU, GRIFFIN KRAUSE, and OLIVER BRANNON
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(NEW FOR THIS YEAR) Lee Raines Scholarship Endowment

A 1985 graduate of SIU Automotive, Mr. Raines began his corporate career with Mitsubishi Motor Sales of America, and later became a Senior Consultant and Assistant Director of Midwest operations for Key Royal Automotive Company. 
In 1996, Lee joined Kia Motors America and in 2003, he joined Suzuki Motors America. Lee held numerous titles within industry including but not limited to: Customer Relations Administrator, Regional Consumer Affairs Manager, Regional Service and Parts Manager, and eventually Director of Service and Quality. 
In 2013, Mr. Raines joined Infiniti Motor Company, LTD. And progressed from a Fixed Operations Manager to become a Senior Manager of Aftersales Operations, and Senior Manager of Aftersales, Marketing, and Sales for Global Infiniti Aftersales Operations and Strategy in Hong Kong. 
In his current position, he is responsible for Aftersales Parts Development for the Americas, for INFINITI and Nissan.
He credits SIU Automotive with giving him the knowledge and applied skills he needed to help pay for school and achieve lifelong career success.
After losing a parent at an early age, and therefore losing financial support for college, Lee is intent on assisting with the cost of school, for students who show serious career “Drive and Want to”. As was quoted to Lee during his early years - Mr. Jim White said “We’ll teach you the knowledge and skills but you have to provide the ‘Drive and Want to’”
One award for $1,000

…and the winner is LEO OSBORNE



Lee Raines Scholarship — LEO OSBORNE



Zac Winstead — Dan Corey - Bryan Jenkins
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(NEW FOR THIS YEAR) Highwaymen Scholarship Endowment
The paths of Zac Winstead, Bryan Jenkins and Dan Corey converged at SIU’s automotive program in the late 1990s. All three grew up in small towns across Illinois and Indiana and each had an affinity for automobiles.
When they arrived on campus, they immediately knew it felt right. Jenkins remembers coming down to Carbondale with his parents and feeling that instant connection.
“Back then, the automotive technology program was located in the blue barracks near Carterville, Illinois. Even though it wasn’t much to look at, I knew I was home. I remember thinking if I could get a job in the automotive technology field, I would enjoy going to work for the rest of my days. Turned out I was right, “Jenkins said.
Their introductions to one another came through their vehicles. “At first, we didn’t know each other’s names, but we knew each other’s trucks, “Corey said. “I drove a 1989 Chevy S-10, and Bryan drove a 1971 Chevy C-10 and Zac drove a 1977 F-150,” Corey said. They eventually became close friends, spending weekends together singing karaoke at a Carbondale establishment known as Key West.
After graduation, they began their careers and the work took them on different paths across the country to California and Louisiana and, eventually, Michigan.
The friendship has lasted well over the course of twenty-five years. Their bond has only grown stronger now that they all live in the Detroit area.  Winstead at Ally Financial. Jenkins at Ford Motor Company and Corey, at Hino Trucks, a Toyota truck division.
While many donors wait until the end of their careers to give back, Winstead, Jenkins and Corey are giving back now. Each is donating $500 every quarter for the next five years. By 2024, they will have funded an endowed scholarship of $25,000. Preference is given to students who has demonstrated success in the SIU Automotive Program and who has worked in the automotive/transportation industry. A demonstrated knowledge of the Highwaymen will also be a relevant factor.

One award for $1,100

…and the winner is BRYCE NARDO



Highwaymen Scholarship — BRYCE NARDO
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ALLY AUTOMOTIVE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP

Ally, a leading digital financial services company with banking, investing, extended warranties, and auto financing, maintains a longstanding relationship with SIU Automotive. They continue to recruit and employ a large number of our graduates.

Ally continues that support through vehicle donations as well as several annual student scholarships, designed to help support underserved minority students and women pursuing the SIU Automotive Technology degree.

With five awards at $4900 each, the ALLY scholarship awards are our largest awards of the evening.

…and the winners are JOSEPH AGUINAGA, JOSE GUERRERO, 

KRISTY RUBINO, EDWARD LOPEZ, and SELENA ZACARIAS




Ally Automotive Student Scholarship —
JOSEPH AGUINAGA, JOSE GUERRERO, KRISTY RUBINO,
EDWARD LOPEZ, and SELENA ZACARIAS
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L. D. WILLEY OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD
The L. D. Willey Outstanding Student Award was established to commemorate the spirit, drive, and dedication of the man whose efforts formulated the direction and development of SIU Automotive.
Mr. Willey was the Coordinator of the program from 1953 through 1975.  
Mr. Willey worked hard to establish linkages with the automotive industry, which resulted in the donation of vehicles, components, and technical information for instructional purposes.  
These industry linkages also developed many employment opportunities that are still available to students today.
It is because of the foundation Mr. Willey established, that SIU is recognized as this nation’s premier automotive program.
The faculty of the program select one student each year to receive this award whose conduct and performance meets the following criteria, as Mr. Willey would have sought:
1.	Attitude toward work.
2.	Ability to work with peers.
3.	Motivation to achieve.
4.	Enthusiasm to learn.
5.	Class attendance.
Grade point average.

This award carries a high honor in our program and is often referred to as “the student of the year award”
This is a particularly special year, as the honor also carries with it, a $2,000 award. 

…and the winner is…. MR. JOSEPH AGUINAGA



L. D. Willey Outstanding Student Award — JOSEPH AGUINAGA



Congratulations students
and thank you donors!
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